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TO  THE  BROMSQROVE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Bromsgrove, 

Junk,  1938. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Keport  on  the 
Health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1937. 

There  were  several  salient  features  in  connection  with  the 
years  work.  The  most  important  of  these  were 

1.  The  opening  of  the  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Fringe 
Green  and  the  abandonment  of  the  Rubery  Pumping  Station  when 
the  Rubery  Sewage  was  diverted  to  the  Birmingham  Tame  and 
Rea  Disposal  Works. 

2.  Progress  in  connection  with  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance 
Scheme  involving  inspection  and  detailed  measuring  up  of  187 
houses  contained  in  22  clearance  areas  which  were  represented  by 
me  in  August. 

3.  Inauguration  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Council,  of  a 
scheme  for  diphtheria  immunization  in  the  Urban  District  amongst 
School  and  Pre-school  children. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee  and  to  the  Staff  for  their  co-operation  and 
help. 


SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Aroa. 

Area — 9248  acres. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population 
in  1937  was  23,180,  compared  with  an  estimate  of  22,830  in  1936, 
and  22,360  in  1935. 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  end  of  1935 — 6202. 

„ „ „ end  of  1936 — 6378. 

„ „ „ end  of  1937—6712. 

Rateable  value — £123,266. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate — £469. 

Social  Conditions. 

Chief  Occupations 

1.  Building.  6.  Button  Factory. 

2.  Distributive  trades.  4.  Engineering.  7.  Lint  Factory. 

3.  Agriculture  5.  Boot  & Shoe  Factory  8.  Wholesale  Clothing 
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In  July  1937,  the  total  insured  population  living  in  the  Bromsgrove 
area  was  7,597,  which  was  made  up  as  follows  : — 

°/o  unemployed. 

as  at  12/7/37.  as  at  20/12/37. 

wholly  S.T.  workers  wholly  S.T.  workers 


Men.  4,952 

1.2 

2.4 

2.6 

6.9 

Women  1,135 

1.9 

4.0 

3.1 

7.7 

Boys  and 

Girls  1,220 

.1 

1.1 

.9 

3.1 

2,700  of  these 

were 

working  in 

Birmingham. 

There  was  a marked  increase  in  the  Live  Register  for  October) 
1937,  due  to  persons  temporarily  stopped  from  the  Austin  Motor 
Company,  and  this  position  continued  right  through  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year  1937. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

M. 

F.  Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Legitimate  .. 

. 564 

186 

1 78)  estimated  resident  population 

Illegitimate.. 

14 

5 

9(1937  1936  1935  E.&  Wales 
1 16.3  16.9  16.03  14.9 

T otal 

. 378 

191 

187) 

Still  Births. 

Total 

M. 

F.  Still  Birth-rate  per  1.000 

Legitimate  .. 

. 13 

11 

2 1 total  (live  and  still)  births 

Illegitimate.. 

— 

— 

— [ 1937  1936  1935 

i 33.2  24.0  10.6 

Total 

15 

11 

2 ' 

Still  Birth-rate  per  1,000  population  0.56 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  E.&W.  0.6 

Deaths.  Total  M.  F".  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 

267  127  140  mated  resident  population. 

1937  1936  1935  E.  and  Wales 

11.5  11.43  12.0  12.4 

Comparability  factor... 0.96  Adjusted  Death-rate...  1 1 .04 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 

Total... 


0 , Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

1 ' and  still  births 

— > 1957  1956  1935 

1 1 2.5  10.6  2.7 

E.  and  Wales  ;-  5.11 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

19 

10 

9 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

19 

10 

9 
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Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

1937 1936  1935 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  50.2  54.6  48.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legiti- 
mate live  births  ...  52.2  53.0  46.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  ille- 
gitimate live  births  — 125.0  143.0 

Birth  and  Daath  Rates. 

The  comparative  Birth  and  Death  rates  during  the  last 
ie.  since  the  amalgamation  of  the  Bromsgrove  and  North 
grove  Urban  Districts  are  as  follows 


& W. 
' 58.0  ' 


5 years 
Broms- 


Births. 

Number 

Rate 

Rate  for  E.  and  Wales 

1937. 

378 

16.3 

14.9 

1936. 

366 

16.03 

14.8 

1935. 

373 

16.9 

14.7 

1934. 

300 

13.8 

14.8 

1933. 

316 

14.8 

14.4 

Iteaths 

1937. 

267 

11.5 

12.4 

1936. 

261 

1 1 .43 

12.1 

1935. 

270 

12.0 

11.7 

1934. 

279 

12.8 

11.8 

1933. 

250 

11.7 

12.3 

The  above  figures  show 

a maintained  high  birth-rate  and  a fairly 

steady  decline  in 

the  death-rate 

, which  is 

satisfactory. 

The  adjusted  death-rate  (11.5)  and  the  adjusted  birth-rate  (16. 3) 

compare  favourablv  with 

those 

of  other 

small  towns  where  the 

death-rate  is  11.9  and  the  birth-rate  15.3,  and  with  the 

England 

and  Wales  figures  which  are  11.9  and  15.3  respectively. 

The  follo  ving  tab’e  gives  the 

deaths  at  the  various  age 

periods 

of  residents  occurring  within  or 

with  nut  the  District  : — 

\ 

M. 

F. 

Total 

finder  1 vear 

10 

9 

19 

1-2  years 

2 

1 

3 

2-5  vears 

1 

3 

4 

5-15  years 

3 

5 

8 

15-25  vears 

3 

6 

9 

25-45  vears 

1 1 

17 

28 

45-65  years 

30 

25 

55 

65— 

64 

77 

141 

124 

143 

267 

There  was  a much  greater  number  of  outward  than  inward  trans- 
fers owing  to  the  deaths  occurring  at  the  Public  Assistance  Hos- 
pital and  at  the  Barns’ey  Hall  Mental  Hospital. 

Owing  to  the  increasing  average  ages  of  the  population  as  a avho’e 
it  is  likely  that  from  now  onwards  the  death. rate  will  continue  to 
rise  for  some  years. 

Infant  Mortality.  Under  1 year  fall  infants  per  1 ,000  births). 

The  rates  since  1933  are  as  follows  : — 
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1933 

38  deaths  per  1 ,000  births. 

1934 

80 

1)  n 

1935 

48 

))  M 

1936 

54.6  „ 

n n 

1937 

50.2  „ 

n 

This  compares  favourably  with  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales  which  is  58.0.  Of  the  19  deaths  recorded  12  cases 
were  premature  or  suffering  from  congenital  defect. 

Some  of  these  cases  might  be  saved  by  more  attention  to  the  health 
of  the  mother  during  her  pregnancy.  Ante-natal  clinics  are  establish- 
ed in  Bromsgrove  for  this  purpose. 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  Bromsgrove  Urban  District,  1937. 


Mortality 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

Mortality 

Rate 

Rate 

England  & 

Wales 

Ill  defined 

1 

1 

.066 

.02 

Measles  

0 

1 

.043 

Whooping  cough  ... 

1 

0 

.043 

.04 

Scarlet  fever 

0 

0 

.01 

Diphtheria 

1 

2 

.129 

.07 

Influenza 

6 

9 

.6 

.46 

Cerebro  Spinal  fever  

0 

1 

.043 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  

4 

9 

.£6 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

0 

.043 

G.P.I.  Tabes  &c.  ... 

0 

0 

Cancer 

16 

19 

1.5 

Diabetes  

2 

3 

.215 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  &c. 

4 

8 

.516 

Heart  disease  

26 

32 

2.49 

Other  circulatory  diseases  

12 

9 

.9 

Bronchitis  ... 

7 

3 

.43 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

13 

7 

.86 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

0 

1 

.043 

Peptic  ulcer  

5 

0 

.215 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ... 

0 

0 

5.8 

Appendicitis  

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

3 

0 

1 

0 

.172 

(per  1 000 
live  births) 

Acute  & chronic  nephritis  

3 

1 

.172 

Puerperal  sepsis 

0 

2 

08A 

Puerperal  Pvrexia 

0 

.043 

.559 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  &c. 
Senility 

6 

7 I 

Suicide 

2 

2 

1 

.172 

Other  violence 

0 

.043 

Other  diseases 

4 

7 i 

.473 

.54 

Other  Liver  disease 

1 3 

.946 

Other  Digestive  disease  ... 

Z 

0 

.086 

.086 

All  Causes 

127 

142 
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Heart  disease  heads  tlie  list  of  causes  of  death  with  a rate  of 
2.4h  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  Cancer  second  with  a rate  of 
1.5.  Both  these  diseases  show  an  increase  on  last  years  li^nres. 

The  number  of  cases  recorded  diirinj'  the  last  5 years  are  as 
follows  : — 


Heart  Disease. 

1 937 

1 936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Males 

26 

18 

29 

31 

28 

Females 

32 

31 

28 

37 

22 

Totals 

58 

49 

57 

68 

50 

Cancer. 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Males 

16 

10 

16 

27 

17 

Females 

19 

1 1 

17 

12 

13 

Totals 

35 

21 

33 

39 

30 

Heart  Disease. 

Heart  disease  is  in  most  cases  due  to  rheumatism  which  origin- 
ates in  childhood.  At  this  stage  much  can  be  done,  hrst  by  early 
diagnosis,  which  is  often  difhcnlt  owing  to  the  insidious  onset  of 
the  disease,  and  by  rest  which  must  be  complete  and  extending 
over  a long  period.  There  is  a strong  hereditary  element  in  this 
disease  and  those  parents  concerned  should  obtain  early  medical 
advice  for  their  children  whose  months  and  throats  should  be  main- 
tained in  a healthy  condition.  Moreover,  dampness  in  houses  and 
environment  should  be  guarded  against.  Special  schools  and  clinics 
have  been  established  in  n.ore  populous  districts  for  rheumatic 
children. 

Cancer. 

This  disea&L-  is  largely  amenable  to  treatment  in  its  early  stages 
bv  radium  or  sureical  treatment,  but  if  allowed  to  develop  the 
chances  of  cure  become  increasingly  more  remote.  Delay  in  seeking 
advice  is  often  the  cause  of  much  suffering  and  fatality  in  respect  of 
Cancer. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  unemployment  has  exercised  any  sig- 
niheant  inllueiice  on  the  hea  th  of  the  people. 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 

1.  Public  Health  Ofhceri  of  the  Local  Authority.  Sec  page  1. 

2.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Examination  of  clinical  material  (swabs,  sputa,  blood  etc.)  water, 
milk  and  foodstuffs  is  done  by  the  County  Analyst,  Shirehall. 
Worcester  at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council. 
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(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 


For  Infectious  Cases,  Ambulance  provided  by  Joint  Hospital 
Board. 

For  Non-Infectious,  Accident  and  Maternity  cases,  a motor  am- 
bulance maintained  and  run  by  the  Local  Branch  of  the  Red  Cross. 

The  Service  in  the  area  is  adequate  and  efficient. 

(c)  l^hiriing  in  the  Home. 

The  Bromsgrove  and  District  Nursing  Association  provide  2 
district  midwives  for  Catshill  and  part  of  Lickey,  1 Queen’s  Nurse 
and  1 district  midwife  for  Rubery,  2 Queen’s  Nurses  and  2 district 
midwives  for  Bromsgrove  and  1 district  midwife  for  Barnt  Green 
and  Cofton.  2 cars  have  been  provided. 

There  is  no  Nursing  provided  for  Infectious  cases  by  the  County 
Council  or  the  Local  Authority. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  Particulars  of  these  are 
tabulated  below  : — ■ 


Clinic 

SituaHon 

Accommodation 

Provided  by 

Times  of  Holding 

Bromsgrove 
Infant  Welfare 

Cf  n'  re 

Drill  Hall 

I large  and 

2 

small  rooms 

County 

Council 

Wednesday 

2.0 

p.m. 

Catshill 

Infant  Welfare 
Centre 

Baptist 

Chapel 

I large  and 

I 

small  room 

County 

Council 

F'riday 

2.0  . 

p.m.  1 

Kubery 

Infant  Welfare 
Centre 

St.  Chads 
Church 
Hall 

I large  and 

2 

small  rooms 

County 

Council 

Thursday  j 
2.0 

p.m.  1 

Bromsgrove 
Ante  Natal 
Clinic 

Drill  Hall 

2 

small 

rooms 

County 

Council 

2nd  and  qth  I 

Friday 
in  month 

School  Clinic 
Bromsgrove 

Drill  Hall 

2 

small 

rooms 

County 

Council 

Wednesday 
10. 0 

a.m. 

Dental  Clinic 

Drill  Hall 

I large  and 

2 

small  rooms 

County 

Council 

as  arranged 

Tuberculosis 

Church 

Street 

Bromsgrove 

2 rooms 

County 

Council 

Tuesday 

2.30 

p.m. 

Birth  Contrel. 

Arrangements  are  made  with  the  County  Council  by  which  suit- 
able cases  are  referred  to  the  Birmingham  Welfare  Centre  for 
advice. 

The  three  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  district  are  well  support- 
ed and  are  very  popular. 
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The  average  attendances  during  1957  were  as  follows  ; 

Bromsgrove  I.W.C.  74 

Catshill  l.VV.C.  - 45 

Rubery  l.VV.C.  - 35 

Bromsgrove  Ante-natal  Clinic  13 

Ante-natal  cases  are  seen  at  the  Rubery  Infant  Welfare  Centre  in 
addition  to  infants. 

(e)  HOSPITALS  (Public  and  Voluntary). 

The  following  Hospitals  are  available  to  Bromsgrove  Residents  : — 


Hospital 

Name 

Situated 

By  Whom 
Provided 

General 

Bromsgrove 

Cottage 

Hospital 

Bromsgrove 

Voluntary 

Infectious 

disease 

Bromsgrove  Droit- 
wich  & Redditcli 
Joint  Hospital 

Hill  Top 
Bromsgrove 

Under  joint  control 

Tuberculosis 

Ditto  & Knightwick 

Ditto  and 
Knightwick 

County  Council 

Smallpox 

w.c.c. 

Smallpox 

Hosiiital 

Worcester 

W.C.C. 

Maternity 

Mary  Stevens 
Lucy  Baldwin 

Stourbridge 

Stourport 

W.C.C 

W.C.C. 

Children 

Childrens  Hospital 

Birmingham 

By  arrangement 
with 

Countv  Council  | 

Tonsils  and 
Adenoids 

Bromsgrove 

Cottage 

Hospital 

Bromsgrove 

By  arrangement  I 
with  ? 

Countv  Council  i 

Puerperal 
fever  and 
Pyrexia 

General 

Hospital 

Royal  Infirmary 

Birmingham 

Worcester 

By  arrangement  | 

wit'll 

Countv  Council 

Institution 

General 

Public 

•Assistance 

Institution 

Bromsgrove 

W.C.C. 

Mental 

Barnsley  Hall 

Bromsgrove 

W.C.C. 

i 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

The  Joint  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  situated  at  Hill  Top, 
Bromsgrove,  and  the  Bromsgrove  Urban  District  Council  is  one  of 
the  five  constituent  authorities. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  with  the  proposed  extensions 
to  the  hospital  The  official  number  of  beds  is  44  which  is  inad- 
equate for  the  needs  of  the  area  which  the  hospital  serves.  The 
Hospital  Extension  Scheme  will  provide  for  an  additional  16  beds 
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making  a total  of  60  or  1 per  1250  of  the  population  which  is  the 
absolute  minimum  allowed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  As  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  hospital  area  is  increasing  rapidly  each  year  the  need 
for  additional  accommodation  is  becoming  more  urgent. 

Owing  to  the  present  unusual  situation  where  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  District  is  in  no  way  connected  with  the  Isolation 
Hospital  I find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  give  my  Council  first  hand 
information  on  anything  appertaining  to  the  hospital  working. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  Water. 

The  main  water  supply  is  from  the  boreholes  of  the  East  Wor- 
cestershire Waterworks  Co.,  situated  at  liurcjt  and  Washing- 
stocks.  During  1937  samples  were  taken  monthly  for  chemical 
and  bacteriological  analysis  and  the  results  were  satisfactory  on 
each  occasion  The  following  is  the  report  received  on  each 
occasion  :- 

"The  above  sample  of  water  has  been  subjected  to  a Chemic;  1 
Analysis  and  to  a Bacteriological  Examination  with  the  result  tiiat 
there  is  no  evidence  of  contaminali  j-.i.  The  water  is  of  go  jd  qual- 
ity and  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Signed  Cecil  Duncan,  County  .Ana'yst. 

There  has  been  no  shortage  in  the  mains  supply. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  mains  extensions  carried  out  during 
1937. 


E.M. 

101 

216  feet 

3” 

York  Road,  Sidemoor. 

E.M. 

99 

552  ,, 

3” 

Wildmoor  Lane. 

E.M. 

111 

108  ,, 

3” 

Timberhonger  Lane. 

E.M. 

109 

99  „ 

4” 

New  Inns  Lane,  Rubery. 

E.M. 

106 

1047  „ 

4” 

Richmond  Road,  Callow  Brook 

There  is  always  a potential  shortage  of  water  in  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts of  Bournheath,  Littleheath  and  Worms  Ash  where  the  resid- 
ents are  dependent  entirely  on  well  water. 

Close  liason  exists  between  this  department  and  the  East  Wor- 
cestershire Waterworks  Co. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

This  year  marks  the  completion  of  the  2 trunk  sewers,  one  ex- 
tending from  the  Lickey  and  embracing  Catshill,  and  the  other  ex- 
tending from  Lydiate  Ash  and  joining  the  old  sewer  at  Townsend 
Mill.  The  new  sewage  works  at  Fringe  Green  were  officially  opened 
in  March  and  thus  the  old  Bromsgrove  Urban  District  works  at 
Charford  F'arm  and  the  Aston  Fields  works  were  superseded. 

The  completion  of  this  sewerage  scheme  has  gone  a long  way  to 
supplying  a gseat  need.  The  sewers  only  provide  for  the  houses 
along  the  main  roads,  however,  and  there  are  still  many  houses  in 
the  smaller  roads  which  are  as  yet  unconnected.  The  Council  have 
a scheme  under  way  for  the  provision  of  subsidary  sewers. 


10 


At  Rubery  the  pumping'  station,  rising  main  and  works  at  Gan- 
now  Green  were  abolished  and  tlie  sewage  diverted  to  the  liirming- 
ham  Tame  and  Rea  disposal  system.  194  new  houses  and  174 
existing  houses  were  connected  to  the  sewers  during  the  year.  Still 
left  unserved  are  the  districts  of  Blackwell,  Burcot  and  parts  of 
Barnt  Green  and  Bournheath.  There  are  engineering  difficulties  in 
respect  to  the  Blackwell  sewage  problem,  but  arrangements  for  the 
sewerage  of  the  other  districts  mentioned  are  receiving  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council.  The  proposed  subsidiary  sewers  which  the 
Council  have  included  in  their  programme  are  as  follows  ; — 


School  J ^ane, 
Alcester  Road, 
Staple  Hill, 
Marlbrook  Lane, 
High  House  Drive, 


Warren  Lane, 
Wildmoor  Lane, 
Staple  Flat, 
Kidderminster  Rd. 
Square  Lane, 


Little  Heath  Lane, 

Part  of  Monument  Lane, 
Alvechurch  Highway, 
Part  of  Woodrow  Lane, 
Barley  Mow  Lane, 


Part  of  Golden  Cross  Lane. 


2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  brook  course  which  runs  through  the  centre  of  the  town  is 
fouled  from  time  to  time  with  refuse  from  the  adjoining  houses. 
'I'his  nuisance  is  likely  to  become  permanently  abated  with  the  im- 
provement of  the  housing  conditions  in  the  town  centre. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Acco.nmodation. 

Number  of  privy  or  pail  conversions  made  during  the  year  7 

.,  ,,  slop  closets  converted  to  water  closets  9 

,,  ,,  difi'erent  types  remaining  at  end  of  year  1937. 

Privy  middens  440 

Earth  or  pail  closets  815 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

Complaints  are  received  from  time  to  time  respecting  the  refuse 
tip  at  Watt  Close.  This  tip  in  particular  requires  careful  super- 
vision as  it  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  Senior  School  and  to  the 
Swimming  Bath.  Collections  are  made  once  a week  in  most  parts 
of  the  district  and  it  is  hoped  that  a weekly  ser'V'ice  will  be  avail- 
able to  all  parts  before  very  long. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  furnished  me  with  a statement  and 
report  for  the  year  1937,  which  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this 
report. 

(iv)  Shops. 

Shops  Act  1934. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done  during  the  year 
under  the  above  Act. 

60  shops  have  been  inspected  of  which  36  have  been  dealt  with 
under  Sec.  10  of  the  Act.^ 


Contraventions  have  been  remedied  during  the  year  as  follows  : — 

Sub-sec.  1.  (Ventilation  and  temperature)  2 

,,  2.  (Sanitary  conveniences)  3 

„ 4.  (Waghing  facilities)  2 

In  addition  plans  were  submitted  for  the  provision  of  sanitary 
improvements  at  two  shops. 

In  some  cases  the  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing  facilities 
were  not  in  the  shop  as  required  by  the  Act,  and  owing  to  planning 
restricted  accommodation  and  drainage  lay-out  it  w'as  found  im- 
practicable for  the  same  to  be  provided  in  the  shop.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  was  found  necessary  to  issue  Certificates  of  Exem- 
ption which  allow  the  Shopkeepers  to  have  their  sanitary  conven- 
iences and  washing  facilities  outside  the  shop  but  conveniently 
available. 

16  Certificates  of  Exemption  have  been  given  during  the  12  months. 

(v)  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  observations  were  taken  in  connection  with  the  above. 

(vi)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

One  Swimming  Bath  is  owned  by  the  Council.  It  is  an  open-air 
bath  and  the  water  is  supplied  from  a stream.  Owing  to  the  un- 
satisfactory site  of  the  bath  and  for  other  reasons  the  question  of 
improving  the  bath  has  been  under  consideration. 

(vii)  Eradicating  Bed  Bugs. 

These  are  dealt  with  by  fumigation  on  complaint,  the  work  of 
disinfection  being  carried  out  by  the  local  authority. 

4.  Schools. 

Plans  were  passed  in  October  for  a new  Senior  School  at  Catshill. 

Additional  water  closets  have  been  fixed  and  new  sanitary  con- 
nections made  at  the  Lickey  Church  of  England  School.  This  school 
is  below  the  general  sanitary  standard  for  schools  in  this  area  and 
the  County  Education  Committee  have  considered  a site  for  a new 
school  to  take  its  place.  A new  Hall,  Gymnasium  and  Library 
have  been  added  and  other  improvements  have  been  made  at  the 
Bromsgrove  County  High  School  during  the  year. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  close  Stourbridge  Road  Infants  School 
for  a fortnight  during  1937  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  measles. 

SECTION  D.  HOUSING- 

A special  survey  of  housing  conditions  in  the  area  was  made  dur- 
ing the  year  as  it  was  felt  that  mucli  still  remained  to  be  done  in 
this  direction  owing  to  the  dilapidated  and  overcrowded  state  of 
many  of  the  houses.  Moreover,  it  was  known  that  the  Govern- 
ment subsidy  in  connection  with  Slum  Clearance  Schemes  under 
the  1936  Housing  Acts  was  likely  to  expire  by  December  1938.  It 
was  decided  to  take  action  more  particularly  in  respect  to  the  very 
old  blocks  of  property  situated  in  the  South  Bromsgrove  District. 
These  houses  which  are  hundreds  of  years  old  have  had  their  day 
and  are  now  ciuite  unfit  for  human  habitation  owing  to  their  bad 
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arrangement,  lack  of  air  space  and  general  sanitary  defects. 
Representations  were  made  in  August  1937  in  respect  to  187 
houses  situated  in  the  following  areas  : — 

Milliields  Slum  Clearance  Area. 

Worcester  Street  (No’s.  1,  2 and  3)  ,,  ,,  „ 

Hanover  St.  & St.  John  St.  (No’s.  1 , 2,  3 & 4)  ,,  ,, 

Church  Street  ,,  ,,  ,, 

High  Street  (Court  22)  „ ,,  „ 

High  Street  (Rear  of  38)  ,,  ,,  ,, 

High  Street  (Court  17)  ,,  n >) 

Parkside  (No’s.  1 and  2)  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Strand  (No’s.  1,  2 and  3)  ,,  ,, 

Birmingham  Road  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Burcot  Lane  ,,  ,,  n 

School  Lane  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Broad  Street  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Some  of  these  houses  the  Council  have  decided  to  deal  with  by 
Compulsory  Purchase  so  that  the  town  improvement  and  demolition 
can  go  hand  in  hand.  There  is  on  doubt  that  when  the  new  scheme 
matures  the  town  will  be  greatly  improved  and  will  be  made  safer. 

The  progress  made  in  1938  will  be  mentioned  in  my  next  report. 

The  first  big  clearance  scheme  deals  with  the  very  worst  prop- 
erty and  hardly  touches  the  outlying  districts.  Many  houses  have 
apparently  for  years  been  allowed  to  get  into  a very  bad  state  of 
repair,  so  much  so  that  they  are  rapidly  becoming  irrepairable,  in 
other  words  they  will  before  long  have  to  be  considered  for  demol- 
ition. Much  repair  work  to  property  can  still  be  accomplished 
even  at  this  late  hour. 

Re-housing. 

The  Council  have  bought  a site  at  Perryfields  which  will  take  222 
houses  sufficient  for  the  Council’s  re-housing  needs  under  the  Slum 
Clearance  programme.  There  are  in  the  district  174  overcrowded 
homes  housing  in  all  193  families  and  the  total  number  of  persons 
involved — 1243.  A certain  proportion  of  these  families  are  living 
in  condemned  property  so  that  the  slum  clearance  programme  will 
automatically  solve  to  some  extent  the  overcrowded  problem.  The 
question  of  re-housing  of  the  balance,  however,  will  have  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Council  at  a later  date. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  ... 

(b)  N umber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing-  Consolidated  Reg-ul- 
ations,  192.S. 


346 

1251 


143 


13 


450 


(b)  N umber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(3)  N umber  of  dvvellinjc-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dang-erous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  un- 
fit for  human  habitation.  ...  ...  ...  203 

(4)  Number  of  d well  ing-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  subhead)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation...  ...  ...  ...  . ...  143 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers.  ...  ...  85 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  referring  to  repairs  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :- 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  re- 
medied ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  :- 

(a)  By  owner  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the  Hous- 

ing Act,  1930  :- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made.  ...  ...  ' ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 

ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1930  :-  

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


14 


4.  Housing  Act  1935 — Ovorcrowding 

(a)  (i)  Niimbei’  of  dwelliiiffs  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling’  therein  ...  ...  193 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein.  ...  ...  1243 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ... 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  ca:-es  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowd- 

ing conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report. 

SECTION  E.  Inspsction  and  Suparvition  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Samples  have  been  taken  regularly  once  a quarter,  or  in  the  case 
of  accrediteJ  T.T.  .Milk,  once  a mo.ith.  Tnese  samples  have  in 
each  case  been  returned  satisfactory. 

(b)  Moat  and  other  Foods. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  above 
and  the  following  is  a list  of  the  carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
since  April  which  is  the  time  when  more  systematic  recording  of 
inspections  was  made. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
L.AMBS 

Pigs 

Number  Inspected 

46 

2 

71 

33 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  :- 

Whole  carcases  condemmed 

- 

I 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemmed  ... 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affec- 
ted with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis 

6.5 

50 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  only  :- 

Whole  carcases  condemmed  

2 

- 

- 

- 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemmed  ... 

I 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  animals  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis... 

^•5 

0 

0 

0 

1.S 


(c)  AdulUration. 

The  Police  carry  out  the  duties  under  the  Acts  enumerated 
Pood  and  Drug's  (Adulteration)  Act  1928,  the  Artificial  Cream 
Act  1929,  The  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations  1923 
and  1927,  the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations  1923  and  1927 
and  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives  etc,  in  Food)  Regulations  1925 
and  1927. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

All  work  incidental  to  the  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examin- 
ation of  food  is  undertaken  at  the  County  Laboratory,  Shirehall, 
Worcester,  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council. 

le)  Nutrition. 

Much  work  has  been  done  in  connection  with  the  National  Health 
Campaign  extending  from  October  1937  until  March  1938.  At  the 
end  of  1937,  Nutrition  and  other  health  films  were  shown  at  a film 
display  given  at  the  Rubery  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  A Health 
Week  was  held  in  January  1938  details  of  which  will  be  mentioned 
in  my  next  report. 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(I) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(^) 

Occupiers 

Procecuted 

(4) 

Facfories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

5 

Nil 

- 

Workshops  ... 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  ... 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

15 

Nil 

Total 

20 

- 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Numircr  of  Itctects. 

Number  of 

Particulars. 

(I) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(.^) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

offences  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
instituted. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation... 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation  insufhcienl 

2 

3 

2 

Total 

5 

16 


SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


1.  Diphtheria. 

There  were  48  cases  of  diphtheria  notiiied  diirinfi  the  year  as 
compared  with  41  the  previous  year.  All  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment  and  3 cases  proved  fatal.  The 
sexes  were  equally  affected  and  the  cases  occurred  in  the  following 
age  groups 

under  1.  1-5  5-10  10-15  15-25  25-45  45- 

1 9 27  8 1 2 

The  average  length  of  time  spent  in  hospital  was  7^  weeks.  The 
disease  was  most  prevalent  during  November  and  December  and 
children  of  school  age  were  found  to  be  the  most  susceptible. 

A scheme  for  immunization  with  Toxin-Anti-toxin  mixture 
was  inaugurated  in  conjunction  with  the  Countj'  Council  in 
November  last  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  a large  number  of 
school  and  pre-school  children  had  been  innoculated.  The 
number  has  beeen  considerably  augmented  in  1938,  and  to  date 
approximately  1200  have  hnished  the  course  of  3 injections.  The 
response  has  been  very  good  and  no  complaints  have  been  received 
from  parents  regarding  the  treatment.  Unfortunately  it  is  only  dur- 
ing epidemics  such  as  we  have  experienced  that  people  agitate 
for  "something  to  he  done”  and  there  is  little  difficulty  in  obtaining 
consents.  I cannot  emphasise  too  strongly  the  necessity  for  hav- 
ing children  innoculated  in  their  early  years  and  preferably  on  reach- 
ing the  age  of  12  months.  It  is  very  necessary  to  have  the  inject- 
ion sindieahsenceofdjnhdTe^^  and  not  when  the  epidemic  is  with 
us  for  treatment  at  this  stage  may  be  too  late. 

The  Staff  at  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  have  all  received  pro- 
tective innoculal  ion. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

23  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year  as  com- 
pared with  52  in  1936  Most  of  these  cases  were  treated  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital  where  the  aver.age  length  of  stay  was  4 weeks. 
Two  of  the  cases  admitted  were  doubtful  scarlet  fever  cases  and 
were  given  the  Schultz-Charlton  Test  which  proved  negative.  The 
cases  were  discharged  after  10  days  in  hospital.  The  scarlet  fever 
cases  were  mostly  mild  in  type  and  there  were  no  fatalities. 

Amongst  other  cases  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  were  :- 
1 case  of  combined  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  which  died  9 days 
after  admission.  1 case  of  Broncho-pneumonia  age  2h  years  with 
suspected  Infantile  Paralysis  5 weeks  in  hospital.  2 cases  of  Lobar 
Pneumonia  3 weeks  and  5 weeks  in  hospital.  2 cases  of  Erysipelas 
1 week  and  9 weeks  in  hospital,  and  3 suspected  Typhoid  cases  all 
of  which  were  negative  to  the  Widal  Tests. 


Enteric  Fever. 

riie  one  notified  case  of  Para  Typhoid  B.  was  discovered  in  the 
convalescent  staj^e  of  the  disease.  This  case  had  been  residinj^’  in 
Bournemouth  a few  weeks  previously  and  had  evidently  contracted 
the  disease  there.  The  case  was  successfully  treated  at  home. 

Notifial::le  Disoasos  (other  than  Tuberclosis)  during  1937 


Disease 

Total  cases 
Notified 

Cases  Ad- 
mitted to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

23 

0 

Diphtheria  ... 

Enteric  Fever  (includ- 

48 

48 

3 

ing  Paratyphoid)  . . . 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

2 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  ... 

8 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

4 

2 

0 

Neonatorum 

1 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

2 

2 

1 

4.  (a)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Naur  Cases  and  Bflortality  for  the  year  1937. 


1 

New 

Cases 

Den 

ths 

y 

Non- 

Non- 

A^e 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Groups 



M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

year 

1-4 

1 

1 

1 

5-14 

2 

1 

1 

1 

15-24 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

25-34 

3 

4 

1 

4 

35-44 

1 

1 

1 

45-54 

55-64 

1 

65  and 

upwards 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 1 

8 

4 

1 

1 3 

8 

1 

1 

4 Cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  not  notified,  which  gives  a percentage  of  30.7 
°/o  of  the  totol  Tuberculosis  deaths. 


1 ,\M  UKNTI.ICMKN, 

Youu  OllEDIICNT  SEKV.ANT, 

.\  It.  FOLLOWS, 

,\fedical  Officer  of  Health. 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 

To  THE  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  of  the  BROMSGROVE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  a report  of  the  work 
done  in  my  department  during’  the  year  1937,  being  my  fifth  Annual 
Report. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Visits  to  houses  on  account  of  notifiable  disease  ...  47 

Houses  di.^infected  after  notifiable  disease  ...  ...  22 

Housing. 

Houses  erected  : (a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  99 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  or  subsidy  235 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  346 

(b)  Number  (included  above)  inspected  and  recorded  un- 

der Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations,  1925.  ...  143 

(c)  Number  of  houses  found  unfit  for  habitation  ...  203 

(d)  Number  of  houses  (excluding  (c)  ) not  in  all  respects 

fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

2.  Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  after  inform- 

al action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

3.  Housing  Act,  1936-Part  IV. -Overcrowding. 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  174 
Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  193 

Number  of  nersoiis  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  1243 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  etc. 

Number  observed  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

House  Drainage,  etc. 

No.  laid  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  house  drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  14 
In  what  parishes,  if  anv,  is  th^re  need  for  a sewerage 

scheme,  or  improvements  in  sewage  disposal  ? Catshill 
and  Lickey. 

No.  of  privy  middens  in  use  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  440 

No.  of  earth  or  pail  closets  in  use  at  end  of  year  ...  815 

Water  Closets. 

No.  of  privy  or  pail  conversions  including  additional  w.c’s  7 
No.  of  defective  w.c’s  remedied  ...  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  slop  closets,  converted  to  w.c’s  with  freshwater 

flush  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  additional  w.c’s  put  in  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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Scavenging. 


No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  Was  removed  ...  6712 

No.  of  privies  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  573 

No.  of  ashpits  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  796 

No.  of  ash  bins  provided...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 


How  often  is  house  refuse  removed?  Part  weekly  part 
fortnightly. 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during  year  337 
No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient  water-sup- 
plies dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Is  there  a deficiency  in  any  parish  or  part  of  the  district  ? 

Worms  Ash. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  registered  (private)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  licensed  (private)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises  reported  1 

No.  of  inspections...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Milk. 

No.  of  registered  dairy  farms  in  the  area.  ...  ...  45 

Total  No.  of  retailers  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  54 

No.  of  Licences  under  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  ;- 

Pasteurised.  Accredited.  Tuberculin  Tested. 

Bottlers  0 6 1 

Retailers  1 4 1 

Producers  0 7 1 

Approximate  No.  of  milking  cows  in  the  district  ...  512 

Lodging  Houses. 

No.  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  inspections...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Food. 


Am’t  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  consumption  16751bs 
Am’t  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption  : Meat  ...  16631bs 

Other  Food-stuffs  121bs 
Cases  of  animals  affected  with  Tuberculosis  : Oxen  ...  3 

Verminous  Houses. 

Cases  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease  or  other  abnormal  illness  during 
the  year. 

An  abnormal  number  of  Diphtheria  cases  during  December 
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Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Trunk  sewers  at  Catshill  and  Lickey  completed. 

Alterations  to  Rnbery  seweraj^e  scheme  in  hand 

Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  the  District. 

Subsidiary  sewers  at  Catshill  and  Lickey. 

Cases  of  Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid  Fever  during  the  year. 

1 case  of  Paratyphoid  “B” 

Patient  had  visited  Bournemouth  duriiij.,^  the  outbreak  the  re. 

Petroleum. 

55  Petroleum  Licences  were  renewed  ; 50  of  which  for  the  stor- 

ag-e  of  Petrol,  and  5 for  the  storage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium. 

The  total  amount  of  petrol  licensed  to  be  stored  is  1 1 9,950  gallons 
the  total  amount  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  licensed  to  be  stored  being 
5,000  lb. 

I remain,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

A.  GEOFFREY  FRENCH, 

M.Inst.M.  & Cy.E.,  C.R.San.Irist., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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